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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

^ the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-8 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 -51 received on 20.02.2006 with letter of 1 4.02.2006 
Drawings, Sheets 

^/Z,2J2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and^r any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. la This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

13 the claims, Nos. 1-36,49-51 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion witin regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 



1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
B claims Nos. 1-36,49-51 
because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

la the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 49-51 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

S the claims, or said claims Nos. 1 -36 are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful 
opinion could be formed (specify). 

see separate sheet 

M no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 1 -36 

□ a meaningful opinion could not be formed without the sequence listing; the applicant did not, within the 
prescribed time limit: 

□ furnish a sequence listing on paper complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary 
Examining Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

□ furnish a sequence listing in electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C 
of the Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary 
Examining Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

□ pay the required late furnishing fee for the furnishing of a sequence listing in response to an 
invitation under Rules 13fer.1(a) or (b) and 13fef.2. 

□ a meaningful opinion could not be formed witliout the tables related to the sequence listings; the applicant 
did not, within the prescribed time limit, furnish such tables in electronic form complying with the technical 
requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions, and such tables were not 
available to the International Preliminary Examining Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide and^jr amino acid sequence listing, if in electronic form only, do not 
comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



37-48 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



37-48 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



37-48 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. 

REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2005/001433 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : FR-A-2 438 203 (SOCIETE NATIONALE DES POUDRES ET EXPLOSIFS ET AL.) 
30 April 1980 (1980-04-30) 



Re Item III 

The first paragraph of page 2 of the description discloses advantages of the invention 
and not technical features to allow broadening originally filed independent claim 1 . 
These advantages are only based on the solution of originally filed claim 12 and not, 
as it is formulated in general terms in present independent claim 1 as "one of two 
interchangeable top portions", on a more general solution. Therefore the 
requirements of article 19(2) PCT are not met. 
The same applies to independent claim 19. 

Therefor no opinion has been established for the claims 1 and 19. Since the claims 2- 
18 and 20-36 are claims dependent upon independent claims 1 and 19 respectively, 
no opinion has been established for these dependent claims. 

The claims 49-51 are unclear, see Rule 6.2(a) PCT, cf. observations under section 
"Re Item Vlll" below. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 37, and shows, see p.4, l.14-p.5, 114; fig.1,2 (the references in parentheses 
applying to this document): 
A suspension system for a vehicle seat comprising: 

a top portion (10); 

a first part having a base portion (1), means (4,1 1) to receive the top portion and 
means to allow movement of the base portion and top portion towards and away from 
each other; 
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a second part comprising a spring (26) element adapted in use to control movement 
of the base portion and top portion towards and away from each other; 
wherein the top portion (10) and the second part are releasably connected (27) to the 
first part. 

wherein the top portion (10) and the base portion (1) are each provided with an upper 
surface and a lower surface; 

wherein the top portion (10) and the base portion (1) are secured to each other by the 
provision of at least one pair of pivotaily connected arms (4,11); 
wherein: a first arm (4) in each pair has one end (3) pivotaily secured to the base 
portion (1) and a second arm (1 1) in each pair has one end (15) releasably pivotaily 
secured to a portion (13) of the top portion (10); 

the free end of each second arm (11) is provided with means to allow it to move 

relative to an upper surface of the base portion (1); and 

the free end of each first arm (4) is provided with means to allow it to move (27) 

relative to the top portion (10); 

wherein the top portion (10) is generally rectangular having a pair of opposing short 
sides, and a pair of opposing long sides; 

The subject-matter of claim 37 differs from this l<nown suspension system in that: 
(a) the free end of each first arm is provided with means to allow it to move relative to 
a lower suri'ace of the top portion; 

the means to receive the free end of the or each first arm comprises one or more 
channels in which the free end of the or each first arm is received and the or each 
channel is suitably sized to allow movement of the free end of the or each first arm 
over a lower surface of the top portion within the or each channel as the top part and 
base part move towards and away from each other. 

The subject-matter of claim 37 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2. The features (a) are not known from any of the cited prior art documents and provide 
a suspension system for a vehicle seat allowing for easily interchangeable top 



In view of this, the subject-matter of claim 37 is not only new but it also involves an 



portions. 
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3. Claims 38-48 are dependent on claim 37 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. 

2. Independent claim 37 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, 
which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in combi- 
nation from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) 
PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising part (Rule 
6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

3. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

Independent claims 49, 50 and 51 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT and 
of Rule 6.2(a) PCT in that the matter for which protection is sought is not clearly 
defined. The following functional statements do not enable the skilled person to 
determine which technical features are necessary to perform the stated functions: 
suspension for a vehicle seat. 
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